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conference program
8.15 REGISTRATION

OPENING SESSION
North Auditorium

8:45 - 8:55
Official Opening and Welcome

Megan Tankard & Dana Sfetcopoulos
Co-Chairs, Hume Region Allied Health Education Group

8:55 - 9:05 Acknowledgement of Country

9:05 - 9:20

Opening Address
“Leading with purpose: The power of Allied Health in Healthcare Transformation”

Rachel Elliot 
Chief Allied Health Officer, Safer Care Victoria

9:20 - 9:50

Keynote presentation 
“Loneliness: a social health issue”

Dr Leah Wiseman
Chief Operating Officer, Kirrinari Community Services

9.50 - 10:20

Keynote presentation 
“Insights into action: how practical steps on your cultural responsiveness journey today can create

footprints for a better tomorrow”
Dr Kylie Stothers

Deputy CEO, Indigenous Allied Health Australia

10.20 -10.40
Morning Tea | Trade Displays
Main Foyer

CONCURRENT SESSION 1

Room 
Topic                  

North Auditorium 
Workforce strategies

South Auditorium
Clinical expertise 

10:40 - 10.55
 

Allied health collaborative practice capability-
developing the obvious and the inherent
 
Isabel Paton
N. Patton, A. Croker

Co-regulation in Rural Early Education Services
 
Tara Case
T. Podubinski
 

10.55 - 11.10

 A narrative case study of an industry-provider
traineeship model for career development in
podiatry.
 
Caroline Robinson
K. Evans, D. Hartley, C. Paige, R. Gilroy, J. Robinson,
S. De Niet, C. Annet, J. Duffy, K. Van Grinsven

Reducing oral nutrition supplement wastage – a
pathway to reuse in the hospital setting.
 
 
Elizabeth Walker
 

11.10 – 11.25

Impact of Allied Health Clinical Development Roles
on Workforce Attraction, Development and
Retention
 
Michelle Barnes
D. Baker, J. Davis

 Women’s Health Clinics: Empowering through
Education – a Partnership that provides both
educational and clinical components to the
Multicultural community.
 
Dale-Maree Hopper
K. Howard
 

11:25 - 11.30 Short Interval
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11:30- 11.45
 
 

Continuing professional development to support
allied health professionals: a concept analysis 
 
Michael Pang
A. Lewi

Dysphagia Education Group: A Multidisciplinary
Approach in Community Rehabilitation
 
 
Emma Finger
L. Coates, L. Larkins, T. Zanardo 

11.45 – 12.00

 Trends and implications of allied health workforce
retention in rural and regional Victoria
 
Sarah Gallagher
S. Barrett
 

Building Community Partnerships to Bridge Rural &
Regional Specialist High Risk Foot (HRF)Service
Deficits
 
Kate Hillier
G. Waite

12.00- 12.15

Transition of the early-career physiotherapist:
Desirable attributes and transition processes.
 
Rachael McAleer 
L. Hanson, A. Kenny
 

 Embedding Endorsed Podiatrist Prescribing Models
of Care in Regional and Rural Victoria
 
Simone Carkeek
E. Macdonald, S. Belcher, L. Donnan
 

12:15 - 12.55
Lunch | Trade Displays
Main Foyer

CONCURRENT SESSION 2

Room North Auditorium South Auditorium

13:00 –
13:50

Workshop
 
Neurodiversity affirming practice in Allied Health
 
Sarah Verdon & Lucia Flint
 

Workshop
 
The Indigo 4Ms – Implementing a health promotion
model for older people into Allied Health
 
Brydie Donnelly & Emily Rodd

13:50-13:55 Short interval

CONCURRENT SESSION 1 - continued
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13:55- 14:10

Work Experience Reimagined: Inspiring Tomorrow’s
Health Workforce

Megan Tankard                                                                            
K. Friedlieb

 High-fidelity phase III cardiac rehabilitation
demonstrates non-inferiority of Telehealth
programs in regional Australia
 
Blake Collins
B, Gordon, D, Wundersitz, M. Kingsley
 

14.10- 14.25

Building Capability: Mapping Allied Health Training
Needs Across the Hume Region
 
Dana Sfetcopoulos 
S. des Landes, K. Brooks, K. B. Clurey, A. O’Connor, E.
Hayes., C. Cowie, M. Tankard, E. Macdonald

Cervicocephalic force steadiness and force sense in
people with and without neck pain
 
Daniel English
N. Weerakkody, A. Zacharias, R. Green, T. French, C.
Hocking, M. de Noronha, R. Rico Bini.

14.25 – 14.40

A Theory of Change: underpinning an innovative
approach to Work-Integrated Learning addressing
rural health disparities.
 
Kimberley Ackland
R. Oates, K. Wright, L. Woodhart, R. McNeil

Producing ERAS… and no we are not talking Taylor!
 
 
Kristen Smale
R. Kjar
 

14.40 – 14.55

“We are screaming out for clinicians and just can’t get
any.” Rural physiotherapy workforce challenges 
 
Vivianne Phung and Anusha Budehal                                 
M. McAlister, A. Terry, N. Arachchi, D. Virtue, T.
Hastings-Ison, R. McGrath

 Adapting and integrating evidence-based
occupational therapy clinical pathways into the
Albury Wodonga Health Emergency Departments
 
Amelia McGrath
E. Rooney,  A. Lee

14.55 – 15.10

Enhancing the Clinical Delegation Process to Allied
Health Assistants at Northeast Health Wangaratta.
 
Sarah Coles
A. Martin, E. Hourigan
 

Scaling Rural Health Services: Evaluating a Student-
Assisted Physiotherapy Clinic in an Underserved
Community

Freddy Thuruthikattu
L.Hanson, B. Davies, K. Wright, D. Virtue, T. Hastings-
Ison, R. McGrath

15:10-15:30 Afternoon Tea | Trade Displays

CLOSING SESSION
North Auditorium

15:30-16:10
“Catalysts for Change: Unlocking the power of purpose”

Ms Catherine Maloney 
Chief Executive Officer, Services for Australian Rural & Remove Allied Health (SARRAH)

16:10-16:20
Award Presentations

Megan Tankard & Emma Macdonald
Conference Organising and Scientific Chairs

16:20-16:30
Official handover and close

Megan Tankard & Dana Sfetcopoulos 
Co-Chairs, Hume Region Allied Health Education Group


