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Theme—Attitudes and Stigma—Continued 

25-Jul-24 
Parenting in the Shadows: Stigma when supporting someone ex-

periencing substance use & mental health challenges 

Ms Emer Diviney, Advocacy Lead & Lived Experience 
Advisor & Ms Kelly Stuart: Education Lead & Lived Expe-
rience Advisor, Tandem 

01-Aug-24 Peer Workers in Drug Court 
Mr Farouk Mitri, Workforce Development Officer for Peer 
Projects, SHARC 

08-Aug-24 Bring your whole self to work, did you mean that? Mr Andrew Tomlinson, MindSpark.life 

 Theme: Culture and Diversity   

15-Aug-24 
Viral hepatitis, HIV and STIs among Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander communities 
Professor James Ward, Poche Centre for Indigenous 
Health, University of Queensland 

22-Aug-24 Diversity, Families and Community 
Ms Manal Shehab, Muslim Youth Adult & Family Ser-
vices, SHARC 

29-Aug-24 Perceptions of Drug Use and Mental Health 
Associate Professor Shalini Arungiri, Clinical Director, 
Turning Point Statewide Services & The Hamilton Centre 

05-Sep-24 An Introduction to Refugee and Asylum Seeker Mental Health 

Professor Suresh Sundrem, Chair & Head, Department 
of Psychiatry, Monash University School of Clinical Sci-
ences, Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences 
& Director of Research, Mental Health Program, Monash 
Health  

12-Sep-24 The Mental Health Consequences of Seeking Asylum 

Professor Suresh Sundrem, Chair & Head, Department 
of Psychiatry, Monash University School of Clinical Sci-
ences, Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences 
& Director of Research, Mental Health Program, Monash 
Health  

19-Sep-24 Working with Families & Supporters  

Ms Jennifer Bite, General Manager Connect Coor-
dination Victoria & Workforce Supports & Ms 
Kelly Stuart, Education Lead/ Lived Experience 
Advisor, Tandem  

 Break 23rd September to 6th October  

10-Oct-24 LGBTQI+ Inclusive Services 
Ms Ruthi Hambling Manager, Sector Development and 
Engagement, Rainbow Health Australia 

17-Oct-24 First Nations Traditional Attitudes to Health & Healing 
Aunty Suzanne Nelson, Goulburn Valley Alcohol & Drug 
Service, Goulburn Valley Health 

24-Oct-24 
A Brief Exploration on the Issues & Challenges of New & Emerg-

ing Communities 
Mr Sam Atukorala, Manager, Ethnic Council Shepparton 
& District 

31-Oct-24 Why Lived Experience Matters 
Ms Anna Guthrie, Lived Living Experience Practice Lead, 
North East Metro Mental Health and Wellbeing Connect 

07-Nov-24 Path2Home - African Australian Communities Nyachan Nyak, Founder Nas Recovery Centre 

14-Nov-24 African Community Attitudes to Drugs and Mental Health 
Dr Francis Acquah, Founder & credentialled mental 
health nurse,  Positive Wellness Recovery Centre 

21-Nov-24 Every Yarn Counts 
Mr Troy Combo, Aboriginal Health Program Manager, 
Burnet Institute 

28-Nov-24 Women & Children's Mental Health 
Dr Rajlaxmi Khopade Consultant Psychiatrist Specialist 
Women's Mental Health Service & Aged Psychiatric As-
sessment & Treatment Team (APATT) GV Health 

05-Dec-24 Take Home Naloxone Multicultural Resources 
Ms Bee Brown Senior Workforce Development Coordina-
tor Penington Institute  

12-Dec-24 
Social Justice: Stigma.Discrimination and Human Rights in Mental 

Health 
Mr Camuran Albanoi, Team leader, High Priority Dis-
charge Program, Goulburn Valley Health 
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