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“the greatest need of a child is to obtain conclusive 

assurance (a) that he is genuinely loved as a person 

by his parents [or substitute caregivers], and (b) 

that his parents genuinely accept his love…. 

Frustration of this desire to be loved as a person 

and to have his love accepted is the greatest trauma 

that a child can experience.” (p.39)

W. R. D. Fairbairn, Psychoanalytic Studies of the 

Personality, 1952
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