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Why do it?

 Cognitive impairment may impact 
on an individual’s ability to make 
competent decisions

 Functional imaging demonstrates 
impaired response inhibition and 
abnormal salience attribution in 
addicted individuals



How do we justify this?

• Principal of beneficence
– “requires… that an action produces benefits 

and its benefits outweigh its burdens”

• Principal of non-maleficence
– does compulsory treatment help 

• the individual?

• the community?

– what negative impacts does it have on
• the individual?

• the community?



Background

• Alcoholics and Drug-dependent Persons Act 
1968 

• little utilised (about 10 cases in 2009)

• allowed for 7 days treatment

• could be extended by another 7 days if necessary

• no provision for ongoing care and no funding

• out-of-line with Charter of Rights and Responsibilities



The SSDTA

• “provides for the detention and treatment of persons with severe 
substance dependence where this is necessary as a matter of 
urgency to save a person’s life or prevent serious damage to a 
person’s health”

• Last resort treatment option

• Designed for those who do not have the capacity to make choices 
about their substance use

• “The Act is not targeted at people who are capable of making 
choices about their substance use, including refusing treatment”



The SSDTA

• Persons subject to a detention and treatment 
order can be detained in a treatment centre 
and treated involuntarily for up to 14 days

• “Detention and treatment is aimed at 
providing a critical intervention that will help 
bring the person back from the brink”

…and a chance to recover their capacity…think 
more clearly about their situation and the 

opportunity to engage in voluntary treatment”



Criteria

• The person has severe substance dependence

and

• because of the severe substance dependence immediate treatment is necessary as 

a matter of urgency to save the person’s life or prevent serious damage to the 

person’s health

and

• the treatment can only be provided to the person through the admission and 

treatment of the person in a treatment centre

and

• there is no less restrictive means reasonably available to ensure the person 

receives the treatment



“Severe substance dependence”

• the person has tolerance to the substance

and

• the person shows withdrawal symptoms when the person 

stops using, or reduces the level of use of, the substance

and

• the person is incapable of making decisions about his or her 

substance use and personal health, welfare and safety due 

primarily to the person’s dependence on the substance”



What treatment can be provided 
on an involuntary basis?

Treatment under the SSDT Act means anything 

done in the course of the exercise of professional 

skills to provide medically assisted withdrawal 

from a severe substance dependence or to lessen 

the ill effects of the pain and suffering of the 

withdrawal
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The Severe Substance Dependence Treatment Act 
2010 (SSDTA)

• provides for a brief period of detention and treatment of people 

with severe substance dependence in a treatment centre.

• The SSDTA only applies to people with the most severe 

substance dependence who are incapable of making decisions 

about their substance use and personal health, welfare and safety 

due primarily to their substance dependence.
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THANK YOU
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