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Justice Health – What we do
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Justice Health

•Justice Health is the business unit of DJCS responsible for 
health, mental health and alcohol and other drug (AOD) 
services in Victoria’s prisons and youth justice centres. Justice 
Health sets the standards for the delivery of these services, 
monitors service delivery, and manages contracts with service 
providers for public prisons and Youth Justice.

•Justice Health works in collaboration with other DJCS areas 
such as Corrections Victoria and Youth Justice, as well as the 
Department of Health and the Department of Families, Fairness 
and Housing (DFFH) to fulfil these functions. This collaboration 
helps to ensure that adults and young people in custody are 
effectively transitioned to the community, and that 
rehabilitation and mental health services are provided to young 
people on community-based orders or parole.

•Justice Health works in partnership with the Aboriginal 
community, under the Victorian Aboriginal Justice Agreement 
Burra Lotjpa Dunguludja, to improve outcomes for Aboriginal 
people and communities through active participation in the 
Aboriginal Justice Forum and associated Collaborative Working 
Groups.



What are the Justice Health functional areas?
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Justice Health coverage of Custodial Facilities

Grampians

• Hopkins Correctional Centre

• Langi Kal Kal Prison

• Corella Place

• Rivergum

Gippsland

• Fulham Correctional Centre

Hume Goulburn Valley

• Dhurringile Prison

Albury Wodonga

• Beechworth Correctional Centre

Barwon

• Barwon prison

• Marngoneet Correctional Centre

• Karreenga

Loddon Mallee

• Loddon Prison

• Middleton

• Tarrengower Prison

• Malmsbury Youth Justice Centre

WPHU

• Ravenhall Correctional Centre

• Metropolitan Remand Centre

• Dame Phyllis Frost Centre

• Melbourne Assessment Prison

• Judy Lazarus Transition Centre

• Port Phillip Prison

• Parkville Youth Justice Centre

• Western Plains

• Maribyrnong



Adult and Youth Justice Health Clinical Governance Team 

Key Functions

Primary Health Care

• Oversee primary healthcare contracted service delivery including clinical governance oversight across custodial settings

• Respond to emerging health issues for people in custody

• Work with key partners to identify and deliver service improvements and new primary healthcare programs and services

Mental Health

• Ensure contemporary mental health practice guidelines and processes are maintained for people in custody

• Provide advice to mental health contracted services and support delivery of key system improvement actions and strategies

• Support coordination, collaboration and planning of care provision to improve outcomes for people in custody experiencing mental health issues

Forensic Alcohol and Other Drugs (AOD)

• Support the forensic AOD service response to people in custody

• Focus and monitor rehabilitation and reintegration programs

• Improve health outcomes and reduce drug related mortality among people who are released from custody

• Review AOD programs being delivered in custodial settings

Core clinical governance functions

• Complaints and feedback management

• Incident management, review and reporting 

• SDO / KPI validation and reporting 

• Undertake clinical audits

• Review of Deaths in Custody and reporting

• Support and provide expert health advice for new projects

• Clinical review and case management

• Monitoring service providers delivery of care

• Supporting young people with mental health concerns leaving custody



Correctional Health

Some of our projects for 2022

Primary Health Care

• Strengthening Aboriginal Health Care and Cultural Safety 

• Strengthening the provision of girls and women's health care

• Improving the health and wellbeing of LGBTQI+ people

• Strengthening the quality of aged care services

• Enhance end of life and palliative care services

• Dialysis and organ transplant

Mental Health

• Strengthening mental health assessment and review processes

• Review mental health recovery plans

• Strengthening mental health risk processes

Forensic Alcohol and Other Drugs (AOD) Treatment and Services

• Expansion of the Naloxone program across public and private prisons and 

youth justice precincts

• Other points to include:

- Strengthening continuity of care for young people coming into custody and being 

released back into the community

- Design of enhance forensic youth mental health services in custody

- Strengthening processes for facilitating access to medication on release from 

youth custody, to reduce barriers
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Community Forensic Youth Mental Health Service (Community FYMHS)

Supports young people involved in YJ community services to access community mental health services, including 

young people on release from custody. Delivered by Orygen in North and West Victoria, and Alfred Health in South 

and East Victoria – primary consultation in metro areas, and secondary consultation in regional areas

Youth Justice Mental Health Initiative (YJMHI)

Clinician located within community mental health services in Eastern Health, Monash Health, Victorian Aboriginal 

Health Service, Orygen and Goulburn Valley

Specialist Forensic Youth Mental Health Services

Children's Court Mental Health Advice and Response Service (CC MHARS)

Mental health service provided by Orygen at the Melbourne Children's Court, providing mental health assessments 

for young people, advice to the Court, and facilitating access to treatment and mental health support

Key community and custodial forensic youth mental health services that support young 
people involved with Youth Justice, including facilitating continuity of care

Custodial Forensic Youth Mental Health Service (Custodial FYMHS)

Multi-disciplinary, early intervention specialist mental health service provided by Orygen at Parkville and Malmsbury 

Youth Justice Precincts, providing mental health assessments and treatment (psychiatry, psychology / OT / social 

work, and neuropsychology) for young people in custody



Case Study





Questions?



Thank you



Pathways

The following slides are examples of potential pathways through the 
custodial health systems which could be used if asked/have time



Example: Primary healthcare services pathway - adult
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Example: Primary healthcare services pathway - youth
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Justice Health Organisational Chart 


