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Complications of Intravenous Drug Use
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Complications of Injecting Drug Use

BBV’s and STl’s Overdose Vein Damage

Wounds, Skin and Soft

Bacterial Infections ) .
Tissue Injuries
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Other complications

Poor access to sterile Co-occurring conditions and
Injecting equipment intersectionality
Previous negative

experiences : :
Poor access to P Relationships and

pharmacotherapy power dynamics

Public injecting

increases risks Poor pain management

Other drugs

) Poorer health
e.g. steroids

Criminal justice system
outcomes

involvement
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‘ Dignity of Risk \

Dignity of Risk vs Duty of Care
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Stigma and Discrimination
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“I find that V’s care and treatment
by [health service staff] was
influenced by drug-use stigma,
and that this causally contributed
to [their] passing.”

Coroner Simon McGregor,
Finding Into Death With Inquest



Healthcare considerations

Welcoming

spaces

Language
matters

\ 2
A

Universal
infection
control

Choice of
treatment
options

Respect

Harm
reduction

Training
for ALL
staff

NALOX*NE

saves lives
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Any Questions...
Just Ask!
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Amelia Berg

Lived and Living Experience Peer Worker
Association of Participating Service Users
Self Help Addiction Resource Centre
Aberg@sharc.org.au
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